If you have ever wondered why scientists use animals as models to study human development and disease, *A Guinea Pig's History of Biology* by Jim Endersby is for you. This exploration through the last two centuries of biological discoveries is a perfect read for anyone, scientist or not, who is interested in how the study of plants and animals gives us so much knowledge about ourselves. Endersby begins his story with horse breeders who wondered how a horse's physical traits were passed on to the next generation. He then explains how Darwin and Mendel used passionflowers and peas to investigate this same question. Through each model organism, Endersby describes the political, ethical, and cultural influences that affected the state of scientific progress. As scientific discoveries developed, so did the ethical concerns associated with those discoveries. An understanding of biology led to the ability to use zebra fish to study human diseases like muscular dystrophy, but along with it came the creation of genetically modified plants and animals. Endersby leaves the reader to make up their own mind on when the use of animal models is good and when it has gone too far.
